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Scholars participating in this international conference will 
critically reflect on various modes of social, cultural, religious, 
and political marginalization and disempowerment in 
modern Iran. Through historical explorations of scapegoating 
and intellectual othering, participants will explain how a 
genuinely Iranian intellectual and religious movement like the 
Baha'i Faith has encountered relentless and sustained      
repression & silencing in the country of its origin since the 
mid-nineteenth century. By exploring the historical plight of 
Iran’s Baha’i citizens, the participants in this conference will 
identify the mechanisms that have transformed the Iranian 
culture of tolerance into a political culture of violence. 

A Bilingual International Conference
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Friday, 1 July 2011            

6:00 - 8:00 p.m.

Conference Program

Opening Remarks and Historical Frames

 2011 Á¯¼] 1 ,¾÷μ]

o¿ËpHk÷M  8  IU  6

ÂhÄnIU xo«º » yÄIz¬

Revelation, Elimination and “the Promised Land”

Saturday, 2 July 2010

9:30 - 11:00 a.m. 
2011 Á¯¼] 2 ,¾L¹{

jHk¶IM  11 : 00 IU  9 : 30

j¼ø¼¶ ¸Ã¶pow » Âÿº ,R¼øj

o¿ËpHk÷M 10 IU  8

Â\ÃÀ¯ ´Äo§²HkLø S{Hk¬nqM ´wHo¶

Linda Northrup

University of Toronto, Welcoming Address
Mohamad Tavakoli

University of Toronto
Oneself as Another
Abbas Amanat

Yale University
Historical Retrospection
Ahmad Karimi-Hakkak

University of Maryland
The Demolition of Baha’i Sites in Modern Iran
8:00-10:00 p.m. 
Reception and Tribute to Abdol-Karim Lahidji

Chair: Marta Simidchieva

University of Toronto
Muhammad Afnan

Independent Scholar
The Gradual Process of the Call of the Bab
Behrouz Jabbari

Independent Scholar
Baha'is' Contributions to Persian Poetry
Kamran Ekbal

Ruhr University
Abdu'l-Bahá's Viewpoints on Jewish 
Immigration to Palestine
\

Chair: Rivanne Sandler

University of Toronto

English language presentations appear in blue. .SwH ÂMA ªºn ¾M ÂvÃ±«ºH ÁIÀïÂºHo¹hw
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Gender Modernity

11:30-1:00 p.m. o¿ËpHk÷M 1:00 IU 11:30
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o¿ËpHk÷M 2:30IU 1:00

nI¿º

World Politics and Transnational Identities

2:30-4:30 p.m.  o¿ËpHk÷M  4 : 30IU 2 : 30

Ápo¶HoÎ ÁIÀïSÄ¼À ÂºI¿] ÁIÀïSwIÃw

Farzaneh Milani

University of Virginia
Tahereh, Badasht, and Seneca Falls
Negar Mottahedeh

Duke University
Where the Future Nests: Ninteenth-Century 
Babi and Baha'i Photography
Siyamak Zabihi-Moghaddam

University of Haifa
The Baha'i Religion and Women in Iran

Chair: Jennifer Jenkin

University of Toronto
Firuz Kazemzadeh

Yale University
Russia, Britain, and Baha'is
Homa Katouzian

Oxford University
The Saqqa-khaneh Miracle of July 1924: 
Between Local and Global
Mina Yazdani

Eastern Kentucky University
Baha'i-phobia in Iranian Political Thought

1:00-2:30 p.m. 
Lunch

5:00-7:00 p.m.
Contestations

Chair: Haideh Moghissi

York University
Nasser Mohajer

Independent Scholar
The Fada'is of Islam and Baha'is
Mahmoud Sadri

Texas Woman’s University
Hujjatiyyah
Shahram Kholdi

University of Manchester
Revolutionary Memoirs and the Vilification 
of the Victims
Soli Shahvar

University of Haifa
Between Praise & Hatred, Envy & Prejudice: 
The Baha'i Schools in Iran
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Chair: Kavian Milani

Independent Scholar
Mehrdad Amanat

Independent Scholar
Homeless Corpses and Desecrated Graves
in the Modern Iranian Experience
Erfan Sabeti

Lancaster University
Globalization, Reverse Orientalism, and the 
Emergence of the New Anti-Baha'i Discourse
Fereydun Vahman

University of Copenhagen
Manichaeism and the Baha'i Religion: 
What Can We Learn from History?

Chair: Saeed Rahnema

York University

Mansour Farhang

Bennington College
Impediments to Tolerance in Iran's Political 
Culture
Arash Naraghi

Moravian College
Islam and the Question of Toleration Based 
on Mutual Respect: The Challenge of 
Recognizing The Baha'i Faith
Ramin Jahanbegloo

University of Toronto
Forgiving Enemies and National 
Reconciliation in Iran

Chair: Ninaz Shadman

Independent Scholar

Sunday, 3 July 2011

9:30 -11:00 a.m.

Harrasement

2011 Á¯¼] 3 ,¾L¹z§Ä

jHk¶IM 11:00 IU 9 : 30

ÂwI¹{ nHpA

11:30-1:00 p.m. 
Intolerance

1:00-2:30 p.m. 
Lunch

2:30-4:00 p.m.
Human Rights: Both Particular and Universal

o¿ËpHk÷M 2:30 IU 1:00

nI¿º

o¿ËpHk÷M 1 : 00 IU 11 :  30

ÁnIMjoMIº

   Âº°Ã¶ ·IÄ»I¨ :oÄk¶

o«zÀ»sQ 

SºI¶H jHjo¿¶

o«zÀ»sQ 

 ÁnHpA ½jo¶ ¾M ÂhÄnIU Â{o«º

 ÂTMIY ·IÎoø

oTv§¹² ½I«zºHj

 ·IμTÿ¬ n¼¿Ë » ¾º»nH» ÂwI¹{ ¡o{ , ·k{ ÂºI¿]

ÁqÃTw ÂGI¿M kÄk]

¸μÀ» ·»kÄoÎ

©I¿¹P¨ ½I«zºHj

 ?´Äp¼¶A Â¶ ¾a gÄnIU pH :ÂGI¿M SºIÄj » ÂºI¶ ¸Äj

Iμ¹Àn kÃ÷w :oÄk¶

¥n¼Ä ½I«zºHj 

  ª¹ÀoÎ n¼~¹¶

¸T«¹Ã¹M [²I¨

·HoÄH ÂwIÃw ª¹ÀoÎ nj HnHk¶ ÍºH¼¶

  

Ò̧Ä»ïÁßoÔÔ¶ [²I¨

:®MI£T¶ ³HoTeH » HnHk¶ ,³°wH

ÂGI¿M ¸ÃÄA ¸TiI¹{ SÃμwn ¾M y²Ia

 

¼±«LºI¿] ¸Ã¶Hn

¼Tºn¼U ½I«zºHj

Â±¶ ÂT{A » ·I¹μ{j ·kÃzhM

 ·I¶jI{ pI¹Ãº :oÄk¶

o«zÀ»sQ

o¿ËpHk÷M 4 IU 2:30 pH

ozM ¡¼£e » Áj¼ioÃü ,Áj¼i



Reza Afshari

Pace University
The Discourse and Practice of Human 
Rights Violations of Iranian Baha'is
Nazila Ghanea

Oxford University
Baha'is and the Development of 
Human Rights in Iran
Rhoda Hassmann

Wilfrid Laurier University
Retrospective

Chair: Diane ‘Ala'i

Independent Scholar
Moojan Momen,

Independent Scholar
The Baha'i Faith and Politics
Mehrangiz Kar

Harvard University
Religious Discrimination and Violence in Iran
Abdol-Karim Lahidji

Lawyer
Islamic Republic of Iran before UN 
Committee on the Elimination of Racial 
Discrimination (CERD)
6:30 p.m.
Public Discussion

4:30-6:00 p.m.
Citizenship and Rights

o¿ËpHk÷M 6:30

jHpA Á¼«Tÿ¬

o¿ËpHk÷M 6:00 IU 4:30

¡¼£e » Ákº»o¿{

 ÁnIzÎH Iòn

uÃßQ ½I«zºHj

·IÃGI¿M ozM ¡¼£e Ç£º nHjo¨ » ·IμTÿ¬

  

jn¼ÿv¨H ½I«zºHj
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The opening reception, lunches and coffee breaks will be held on the first 
floor of this historic building, which is adjacent to the Isabel Bader Theater.



Muhammad Afnan studied in Iran, Denmark, and 
the United Kingdom. Before immigrating to Canada 
after the 1979 revolution, he was a professor at the 
University of Tehran for many years.  Afnan has a 
particular interest and expertise in Babi-Baha’i 
studies, specifically in the writings of the Bab.  He has 
published parts of his research results as both 
independent monographs and many articles in 
various journals.

Muhammad Afnan ·I¹ÎH kØμd¶

Reza Afshari has been a professor of history and 
human rights at Pace University since 1984. His 
many substantive articles have appeared in 
prestigious academic journals. In 2001, the 
University of Pennsylvania Press published his 
Human Rights in Iran: The Abuse of Cultural Relativism. 
Choice designated the book as "an outstanding 
scholarly title." A paperback edition with an added 
afterword was published in 2010.

Reza Afshari ÁnIzÎH Iòn
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 ÏI@w nj k@@Äk@@] Â@@ºI@@ÄI@@Q ¾@@μÃ@μò I@M ½Ho@μÀ JI@T  ̧̈ @ÄH ³oº k±]

 .k@{ ozT¹¶ 2010



Diane ‘Ala’i is chair of the NGO Sub-Committee on 
Freedom of Religion and Belief (Geneva), vice-chair 
of the Committee on Racism and Racial Discrimina-
tion, and participates actively in the Special Commit-
tee of International NGOs on Human Rights. She also 
collaborated with the UN as a consultant for the 
Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 
Technical Cooperation in Armenia in November 
1997, training national NGOs in human rights 
machinery.

Diane ‘Ala’i  ÂÄ°ø ·IÄHj

Abbas Amanat

Abbas Amanat is currently a professor of 
contemporary Middle Eastern history at Yale 
University. His publications include: Crowning 
Anguish: Memories of Taj al-Saltana from the Harem 
to Modernity (Mage, 1993); Pivot of the Universe: 
Nasir al-Din Shah Qajar and the Iranian Monarchy 
(I.B. Tauris, 1997), Resurrection and Renewal: The 
Making of the Babi Movement in Iran (Cornell 
University Press, 1989), Imagining the End: Visions 
of Apocalypse from Ancient Middle East to Modern 
America (ed.) (I. B. Tauris, 2002), Shari‘a : Islamic law 
in the contemporary context (Stanford University 
Press, 2007); Apocalyptic Islam and Iranian Shi'ism 
(I.B. Tauris, 2009); Tahira Qurrat al-‘Ayn (Oneworld, 
forthcoming).
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Kamran Ekbal

Mehrdad Amanat holds a PhD in history from 
University of California, Los Angeles. He is the author 
of Jewish Identities in Iran: Resistance and Conversion 
to Islam and the Baha’i Faith (I. B. Tauris, 2011). He is a 
regular contributor to Encyclopedia Iranica. 

Mehrdad Amanat

Kamran Ekbal was, from 1979 until his retirement in 
April 2011, director of the Section for Middle Eastern 
Studies in the Department of History at Ruhr 
University (Germany). He studied at the universities 
of Hamburg, Cambridge, and Kiel, where he 
received his PhD in Islamic and Iranian Studies in 
1976. He taught Arabic at the University of Hamburg 
and Arabic and Persian at the University of Kiel and 
was visiting professor of extra-European history at 
the University of Essen. He has many publications on 
Iranian and Middle Eastern topics, as well as on 
Baha’i themes.

UCLA

 » ³°wH ¾@M KÀm¶ oÃÃûU » S¶»I£¶

ÂGI¿M SºIÄj

I.B.Tauris 

I@@@@@§ÃºHo@@@@@ÄH ¾@@@¶I@@@@@¹zºHj 



Mansour Farhang ª¹ÀoÎ n¼~¹¶

Nazila Ghanea

Mansour Farhang received his PhD from Claremont 
Graduate School. He has taught at Bennington since 
1983, where he is the Catharine Osgood Foster chair 
for distinguished teaching. Currently, he is on the 
advisory board of Middle East Watch, a branch of 
Human Rights Watch. He is the author of U.S. 
Imperialism: From the Spanish-American War to the 
Iranian Revolution and, with William Dorman, The U.S. 
Press and Iran: Foreign Policy and the Journalism of 
Deference. He is also a frequent contributor to 
scholarly journals and the national news media. 

Nazila Ghanea-Hercock teaches international 
human rights law at the University of Oxford. She 
was the founding editor of the International Journal 
of Religion and Human Rights. She has acted as a 
human rights consultant/expert for a number of 
governments, the UN, UNESCO, OSCE, Council of 
Europe, and the EU. Her publications include nine 
books, three UN publications, and a number of 
journal articles and chapters. Her doctoral thesis was 
published as Human Rights, the UN and the Baha’is in 
Iran. 
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ÁnIL] p»o¿M

Rhoda Hassmann ¸ÒμvÒÀ Hj»n

Rhoda Hassmann is the Canada research chair in 
international human rights at Wilfrid Laurier 
University, Canada, where she holds a joint 
appointment in the Department of Global Studies 
and the Balsillie School of International Affairs. 
Among many other published works, she is the 
author of Human Rights and the Search for Commu-
nity (1995), Compassionate Canadians: Civic 
Leaders Discuss Human Rights (2003), and Can 
Globalization Promote Human Rights? (2010).

Behrouz Jabbari

Behrouz Jabbari has special interest in poetry 
and literature, especially satirical works. He is 
known not only for his own satirical writings, but 
also his numerous books and articles on Persian 
poetry and literature. His publications include a 
commentated anthology entitled Sha‘irani dar 
vara-yi marzha (2 volumes), and Hamzabani va 
hamdili, which includes selections from the 
poems of contemporary Afghan poets. 

 IÀïpo¶ ÁHn» nj ÂºHoøI{ 
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Ramin Jahanbegloo ¼±«LºI¿] ¸Ã¶Hn

Jennifer Jenkins q¹§¹] oÿ¹] 

Ramin Jahanbegloo is presently a professor of 
political science, a research fellow in the Centre 
for Ethics at the University of Toronto, and a 
board member of PEN Canada. In October 2009, 
Jahanbegloo became the winner of the Peace 
Prize from the United Nations Association in 
Spain for his extensive academic works in 
promoting dialogue between cultures and his 
advocacy for nonviolence. His publications 
include In Search of the Sacred: A Conversation 
with Seyyed Hossein Nasr on His Life and Thought 
(2010); Iran between Tradition and Modernity 
(2004); and Conversations with Isaiah Berlin 
(1991).

Jennifer Jenkins is associate professor of German 
and European History at the University of Toronto, 
where she holds a Canada research chair in modern 
German history. She is the author of Provincial 
Modernity: Local Culture and Liberal Politics in Fin-de- 
Siècle Hamburg (Cornell University Press, 2003), and 
has published articles in German History, Social 
History, Comparative Studies of South Asia, Africa and 
the Middle East and in numerous edited volumes. An 
Alexander von Humboldt fellow in 2007, she is 
currently writing a book on Germany and Iran, 
framed as an exploration of global interactions in the 
age of empire. An article from the project, "Excavat-
ing Zarathustra: Ernst Herzfeld's Archaeological 
History of Iran," will be published in Iranian Studies in 
2012. A further article, "Experts, Migrants, Refugees: 
The Making of the German Colony in Iran, 
1900–1934," will appear in Bradley Naranch and 
Geoff Eley, eds., German Colonialism in a Global Age, 
1884–1945 (Durham: Duke University Press, 
forthcoming 2011).

 » ¼@@Tºn¼@U ½I@«@@zºHj nj I@Q»nH » ·I@μ²A g@ÄnI@U jI@TwH q@¹Ã§¹] o@ÿÃ¹]

 ·Iμ²A o@ÅI@÷¶ g@ÄnI@U RI@÷²Iõ¶nj HjIºI  ̈ÂzÀ»sQ Âwo  ̈KeIÅ

 » Â@@±d¶ ª@@¹Ào@@Î :Â@@ºI@@TwH ¾@TÃºnk@¶ JI@T  ̈½k@¹vÄ¼@º »H .S@wH

 NIa 

 o@@@T¨j .k@@@{I@@@MïÂ@@@¶ 2003 ÏI@@w nj ®@@ºo@@̈  ½I@@«zºHj RHnI@@zTºH

Â@~~hU R°@\¶ nj Hn j¼@i jk÷T¶ R¯I£¶ q¹Ã§¹]

 ¾

 .SwH ½j¼@μº o@zT¹¶ ¥o@Tz¶ Â@À»o@¬ oYH ̧ Äk¹a nj ̧ Ã¹`μÀ »

 ·¼@@Î nk@@ºI@@v§²H o@«zÀ»s@Q ·H¼@¹ø I@M Â@UI@£Ã£dU ³I@£¶ ÁHnHj Á»

 xnI@@«º ÏI@@e nj ·¼@@¹ Ḧḯ @@À » ½j¼@@M 2007 ÏI@w nj S@²¼@L¶¼@À

 R°@@¶I@@÷U }@@dÿU J¼@@anI@@¿a nj ·Ho@ÄH » ·I@μ²A ï½nI@Mnj Â@MI@T¨

 ½r»o@Q pH q@¹Ã§¹] o@T¨j ¾@²I@£¶ .S@wH Án¼@UHo@P¶H o@~ø nj ÂºI¿]

"

(Iranian Studies)ÂºHoÄH RI÷²Iõ¶ ¾±\¶ nj"k±ÿvUoÀ SvºnH 

 ·H¼@@¹ø I@@M o@@«Äj ÁHï¾@@²I@@£¶ .k@@@{ k@ÀH¼@i o@zT¹¶ 2012 ÏI@w nj

 nj ·I@μ²A ½o@μ÷Tv¶ jI@@\ÄH :·I@¬k@¹ÀI@¹Q ,·Ho@]I@¿¶ ,·I@wI@¹{ïnI@̈ "

JI@@@T  ̈nj "1934-1900 ,·Ho@@@ÄH

 g@ºHnI@@@º Â@@@²jHo@@@M ô@@@w¼@@@U ¾@@@̈  1934-1884

 yÄHoÄ» » Án»Ajo¬(Geoff Eley) ¾±ÄH þ]» (Bradley Naranch)

 ³IÀn»j o@@@¿{ nj ¥»j ½I@@@«zºHj RHnI@@@zTºH ôw¼@@U ,SwH ½k{

.k@@@@@@{ k@@@@@@ÀH¼@@@@@@i NI@@@@@a 2011 ÏI@@@@@w nj

o@«zÀ»s@Q ,Â@wI@Ãw ³¼@±ø jI@TwH o@òI@e ÏI@e nj ¼@±«LºI¿] ̧ Ã¶Hn

 ̧ @μ\ºH ½o@Äk@¶ S@FÃÀ ¼@ñø » ¼@Tº»n¼@U ½I@«zºHj nj ¡°iH q¨o¶

 pH S@@ÄI@@μe » I@@Àïª@@¹Ào@Î ̧ @ÃM ¼@¬ï»ïS@ÿ¬ [@Ä»o@U nj ¦@Ã¶jI@̈ A

 ½q@@ÄI@@] ½k@@ºo@@M 2009 o@@LT Ḧ nj ,S@@º¼@@zi ³k@@ø ÁI@@Àï¾@Äo@Êº

 k@@@@@@@@@@@d@@T¶ ®@@@@@@@@@@@±¶ ·I@@@@@@@@@@@¶pI@@@@@@@@@@@w ̧ @@@@@@@@@@μ\ºH c@@@@@@@@@@±Å

 ¾±μ] pH »H nI@YA.k@{ IÃºI@PwH nj (United Nations Association)

 pH k¹UnILø 

,(2010)

 .(1991)  (2004)



Mehrangiz Kar nI¨ qÃ«ºHo¿¶

Ahmad 

Karimi-Hakkak

Mehrangiz Kar is an attorney, researcher, and 
human rights activist. In 2002 she was awarded the 
Ludovic Trarieux Prize in recognition of her life's 
work and in 2004 was honored by Human Rights 
First. She is currently based at the Carr Center for 
Human Rights Policy at Harvard's John F. Kennedy 
School of Government. She has also been 
recognized as a “scholar at risk” through an interna-
tional network of universities and colleges working 
to promote academic freedom and to defend the 
human rights of scholars worldwide. Kar has written 
a memoir and is currently at work on publications 
surrounding human rights and constitutionalism in 
Iran. She has written many articles (in both Persian-
and English) and has published more than fifteen 
books. 

Ahmad Karimi-Hakkak is the author of nineteen 
books and over one hundred major scholarly 
articles. He has contributed articles on Iran and 
Persian literature to many reference works, including 
Encyclopedia Britannica, Encyclopaedia Iranica, and 
Encyclopedia of Translation Studies. His works have 
been translated into French, Dutch, Spanish, 
Russian, Greek, Arabic, Japanese, and Persian. 
Karimi-Hakkak has won numerous awards and 
honors, and has served as president of the Interna-
tional Society for Iranian Studies and several other 
professional academic organizations.

¥I§e ÂμÄo¨ kμeH

 .S@@wH o@@zMï¡¼@£@e ÏI@÷@@Î » ¢@£@d¶ ,®@Ã¨» nI@¨ q@Ã«ºHo@¿@¶

 (Ludovic Trarieux

Carr) nI@¨

 ¾@¶I@¹zºHj ,I@@@§ÃºI@@@TÄo@@@M ¾@@@¶I@@@¹zºHj 

 ¾@@μ]o@@U RI@@÷²I@õ¶ ¾@¶I@¹zºHj » I@§ÃºHo@ÄH



Firuz Kazemzadeh ½jHp ´ËI¨p»oÃÎ

Homa Katouzian is a social scientist, historian, 
and literary critic. He is the Iran heritage research 
fellow, St. Antony's College and a member of the 
Faculty of Oriental Studies, University of Oxford. He 
is also editor of Iranian Studies: Journal of the 
International Society for Iranian Studies. Katouzian 
has published widely in English and Persian. His 
most recent English publication is The Persians, 
Ancient, Mediaeval and Modern Iran (Yale University 
Press, 2010).

Homa Katouzian ·IÄp¼UI¨ IμÀ

Firuz Kazemzadeh began teaching at Yale Univer-
sity in 1956. He was made professor of history in 
1968 and, at various times, served as director of 
graduate studies in history, chairman of the 
Council on Russian and East European Studies, 
chairman of the Committee on Middle Eastern 
Studies, and master of Davenport College. He 
retired in 1992 and is now professor emeritus. 
Kazemzadeh is the author of The Struggle for 
Transcaucasia, 1917–1921 and Russia and Britain in 
Persia, 1864–1914: A Study in Imperialism. He has 
also contributed articles to various journals and 
several collective works, such as the Cambridge 
History of Iran.

 .S@@wH Â@@MjH k@@£T¹¶ » nI@«ºïg@ÄnI@U ,tI@¹{ï¾@÷¶I@] ·I@Äp¼@UI@̈  I@μÀ

 ¼@@ñø » Â@@º¼@@TºA S@@¹w ½I@«zºHj nj ·Ho@ÄH VHo@Ã¶ o@«zÀ»s@Q »H

 ,·I@ÃºHo@ÄH 

.S@@@@@@@wH ½k@@@@@@@{ o@@@@@@@zT¹¶ 2010 ÏI@@@@@@w nj ®@@@@@@ÃÄ ½I@@@@@@«zºHj

 ÏI@@@w nj ®@@@ÃßÄ ½I@@«zºHj pH Hn u@@Änk@@U nI@@̈  ½jHpḯ @@ËI@@̈  p»o@@ÃÎ

 nj » k@@@{ g@@@ÄnI@@@U jI@@@TwH 1968 ÏI@@w nj »H .jo@@̈  pI@@üA 1956

 ®@@ÃÄ ½I@@«zºHj nj ( Davenport College 

, 1914-1864 ,·Ho@@@@@ÄH nj u@@Ã±«ºH » ¾@@@@Ãw»n  » 1921-1917



Shahram Kholdi Ák±i ³Ho¿{

Abd al-Karim Lahidji Â\ÃÀ¯ ´Äo§²HkLø

Shahram Kholdi is a PhD research candidate at 
the University of Manchester in the UK. His 
doctoral thesis, “The Politics of Memory in the 
Islamic Republic of Iran and the Historiography of 
the 1979 Revolution,” is currently under consider-
ation for publication. Kholdi has taught as a 
graduate teaching fellow (2005–2008) and as a 
lecturer (fixed term) in Middle Eastern studies and 
Persian at the University of Manchester (2009-
2010). He is the recipient of the University of 
Manchester’s Graduate Teaching Fellowship 
Award (2005–2008) as well as the British Society 
for Middle Eastern Studies’s Research Award 
(2007).

Abdol-Karim Lahidji is a human rights activist and 
lawyer. He received his doctorate in legal studies from 
Tehran University in 1965. In Iran during the 1960s and 
1970s, he campaigned on behalf of imprisoned leftist 
intellectuals. In the decades following the Islamic 
Revolution of 1979, Lahidji has campaigned 
vigorously on behalf of a large number of journalists, 
lawyers, and religious and political dissidents in the 
Islamic Republic. He has lectured at dozens of universi-
ties and civic associations throughout Europe and 
North America. He has also written two books, Political 
Pluralism in Iran and The Judicial Power in the Islamic 
Republic of Iran, and more than twenty-five articles 
including one titled “Legal Status of Non-Muslims in 
Iran” Iran Nameh, 19:1–2 (Spring 2001). He is 
vice-president of the International Federation for 
Human Rights (FIDH) and president of the Iranian 
League for the Defense of Human Rights (LDDHI).

o@T@v @̀¹¶ ½I@«@@zºHj nj o@«zÀ»s@Q » Áo@T¨j jq¶Iº Ák±i ³Ho¿{

 ³IÊ@º ÁIÀ S@wIÃw" ·H¼@¹ø I@M »H ÁHo@@T¨j ¾@²I@wn .S@wH ·I@Tv±«ºH

 "1357 J°@@@£@@@ºH Â@@À»s@@Q g@@@@ÄnI@@U » Â÷@@@@μ@@] ½o@@öI@@i Ïo@@T¹@@̈

 Ák@@±i .S@@wH nI@@zTºH ÁHo@@M Â@@wno@@M S@wj nj o@òI@e ÏI@e nj

 ½jo@@@@@¨ u@@@@Änk@@@@U ½I@@@@«@@zºHj nj tnk@@@@¶ ·H¼@@@¹ø ¾@@@M

 RI@÷²I@@@@õ¶ t»nj tnk¶ ¸@@@@Ã¹`@@μ@@À » (2008-2005)

 S@wH ½j¼@@M o@Tv`¹¶ ½I@@«zºHj nj Â@@wnI@@Î ·I@@Mp » ¾@@ºI@@Ã¶n»I@i

 R°@@Ã~dU xp¼@@¶A ½q@@ÄI@@] ½k@¹¹  ̈S@ÎI@Änj »H .(2010-2009)

 ½q@ÄI@] ̧ @Ã¹`μÀ » (2008-2005)  o@T@v`¹¶ ½I@@@@@«zºHj Â@@@@±Ãμ§U

ÏIw nj I@ÃºI@TÄo@@M ¾@ºI@@@Ã¶n»I@@@@i RI@@@@÷²I@õ¶ ̧ @μ@@\ºH Â@@@@zÀ»s@Q 

.SwH ½j¼M 2007 

 .S@@@@wH ®@@@@Ã¨» » o@@@@zM ¡¼@@@@£e ÏI@@@÷Î Â@@@\ÃÀ  ̄́ @@@Äo@@@§²Hk@@@Lø

 ÁI@@@Àï¾@@@Àj Ï¼@@@ö nj .jo@@@̈  S@@@ÎI@@@Änj 1965 ÏI@@w nj ·Ho@@¿U

 O@@@@@@a ·Ho@@@@@§ÿ¹{»n ÁjHpA ̧ @@@@@ÃPμ  ̈ÁHo@@@@@M »H 1970 » 1960

 .jo@@̈  ½pnI@@L¶ I@@Àï·A ¡¼@@£e pH S@@MI@@Ãº ¾@@M » ·Ho@@ÄH nj Â@ºHk@ºp

 Â@@@\ÃÀ  ̄o@@@T¨j ,1357 Â@@@¶°@@@wH J°@@£ºH pH u@@Q ÁI@@ÀïÏI@@w nj

 pH ÁjI@@Äp jHk@@÷U ¡¼@@£e ÁHo@@M Hn j¼@@i Â@@UHpnI@@L¶ ÁI@@Àï̧ @@ÃPμ¨

 » Â@@@wI@@@Ãw ̧ @@@Ãÿ²I@@@h¶ » ̧ @@@Äk@@@£T¹¶ ,°@@@̈ » ,·HnI@@@«ºï¾@@¶I@@ºp»n

nj »H .jo@@̈  Áo@@@Ã«ÃQ Rk@@@{ ¾@@@M ,Â@@¶°@@wH Án¼@@¿μ] Â@@LÀm@@¶

 o@@@wHo@@@w nj Â@@@ºk@@@¶ ÁI@@@Àï̧ @@@μ\ºH » I@@Àï½I@@«zºHj pH ÁnI@@ÃvM 

 .S@@wH ½jo@@̈  Â@@ºHo@¹hw I@@Ä u@@Änk@@U Â@²I@μ{ ÁI@§Äo@¶A » I@Q»nH

 ÂÄHo@@¬ïRo@@X  ̈ÁI@@Àï·H¼@@¹ø I@@M JI@@T  ̈»j xnI@«º Â@\ÃÀ  ̄o@T¨j

» ·Ho@@ÄH nj Â@@wI@@Ãw

 ¾@@@@±μ] pH Â@@@@~~hU ¾@@@@²I@@@@£¶ 25 pH y@@@@ÃM ̧ @@@@Ã¹`μÀ » ·Ho@@@ÄH

 ·HoÄH 

j¼i ÂUI£Ã£dU ÁIÀïnI¨¾¶IºnI  ̈nj Hn (2001 nI¿M nj 2-1 :19 ¾¶Iºï

 ozM ¡¼£e ÁIÀï¾÷¶I] Â±±μ²H ̧ ÃM ·¼ÃwHnkÎ uÃGn KÄIº »H .jnHj

 .SwH ozM ¡¼£e pH ÌIÎj Â@@@ºHo@@ÄH ª@@Ã² u@@ÃGn »



Farzaneh Milani Âº°Ã¶ ¾ºHpoÎ

Farzaneh Milani is professor of Persian literature 
and women's studies and Chair of the Department 
of Middle Eastern and South Asian Languages and 
Cultures at the University of Virginia in Charlottes-
ville. She has published more than one hundred 
articles, epilogues, forewords, and afterwards in 
Persian and English. She is the author of Words, Not 
Swords: Iranian Women Writers and the Freedom of 
Movement; Veils and Words: The Emerging Voice of 
Iranian Women Writers and the translator, with 
Kaveh Safa, of A Cup of Sin: Selected Poems of Simin 
Behbahani. She was a Carnegie Scholar (2006-7) and 
McAndless Distinguished Chair at Eastern Michigan 
University for 2010. 

u@ÃGn » ·I@ºp RI@÷²I@õ¶ » Â@wnI@Î RI@ÃMjH jI@TwH Â@º°@Ã¶ ¾@ºHpoÎ

 nj I@@ÃwA J¼@¹] » ¾@ºI@Ã¶n»I@i ÁI@Àïª@¹Ào@Î » I@Àï·I@Mp ½k@§zºHj

 100 pH y@@@ÃM »H .S@@wH ®@@Ä¼@@vU¼@@²nI@@{ nj I@@Ã¹Ã]o@@@@Ä» ½I@@«zºHj

 ·I@@Mp ¾@@M Â@@ºI@@ÄI@@Q ̧ @@hw » ¾@@μÃμò ,¾@@aI@@LÄj ,nI@@Tÿ«zÃQ ,¾@@²I@£¶

 ½k@@¹vÄ¼@º Â@º°@Ã¶ o@T¨j .S@wH ½jo@̈  o@zT¹¶ Â@vÃ±«ºH » Â@wnI@Î

» ÂºHo@@ÄH ·p ·I@¬k¹vÄ¼@@º :I@@Àïo@@Ãzμ{ ¾@@º ,I@@Àï½rH» JI@@T  ̈»j

 ÁHkÅ ·k{ nHk@@Äk@@Q :I@Àï½rH» » I@@ÀïJI@@\e » S@̈ o@e ÁjHpA 

 nI÷{H :½I@¹¬ ·I\¹Î ¦Ä JI@T  ̈»H .S@wH Â@ºHoÄH ·p ·I@¬k@¹vÄ¼@º

 ·I@Mp ¾@@@M I@@ÿÅ ½»I@@̈  ÁnI@@§μÀ I@@M Hn Â@@ºI@@¿L¿M ̧ @@ÃμÃw K@@hT¹¶

 ¾@@@]nj ÁHnHj Â@@@º°@@@Ã¶ o@@@T¨j .S@@@wH ½jo@@̈  ¾@@μ]o@@U Â@@vÃ±«ºH

 Â@@@@@wo@̈ KeIÅ » (2007-2006) Â«ºnI  ̈o«zÀ»sQ ÂÀI@@«zºHj

(McAndless Distinguished Chair) u@@²k@@@ºI§¶ ¾@@LUn Â@@@²I@ø 

Haideh Moghissi a professor at York University. Presently 
she is the director of Diaspora, Islam and Gender, an 
international comparative research project that is funded by 
the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of 
Canada (SSHRCC) and the co-principal investigator of a Ford 
Foundation research project, Muslim Diasporas: 
Heightened Islamic Identity, Gender, and Cultural 
Resistance. She is the author of Feminism and Islamic 
Fundamentalism: The Limits of Postmodern Analysis (2000, 
this work was the winner of the Choice Outstanding 
Academic Book Award) and Populism and Feminism in Iran: 
Women's Struggle in a Male-Defined Revolutionary Movement 
(1994). She has also edited, among other things, Muslim 
Diaspora, Gender, Culture and Identity (2006); and Women 
and Islam: Critical Concepts in Sociology, 3 vols (2005). 
Moghissi has also published many articles in refereed 
journals and chapters in edited volumes.

Haideh Moghissi

»H o@@òI@@e ÏI@@e nj .S@@wH ¥n¼@@Ä ½I@@«zºHj jI@TwH Â@XÃû¶ ½k@ÄI@À 

 ³°@@wH ,Hn¼@@PwI@@Äj Â@@£ÃLõU RI@@£Ã£dU Â@@±±μ²Hï̧ @ÃM ½r»o@Q o@Äk@¶

 Â@@ºI@@vºH ï³¼@@±ø Â@@zÀ»s@@Q ÁHn¼@@{ ô@w¼@U ¾@̈  S@wH S@Ãv¹] »

 ̧ @@Ã¹`μÀ .j¼@@{ïÂ@@¶ ¾@@¹Äq@@À ̧ @@Ã¶áI@@U HjI@@ºI@@̈  Â@@øI@μT]H ³¼@±ø »

 ·H¼@@@@¹ø S@@@@dU jn¼@@@@Î jI@@@@Ã¹M Â@@@@zÀ»s@@@Q ½r»o@@@Q I@@@M Â@@@XÃû¶

 ,S@@@Ãv¹] ,Â@@@¶°@@@wH S@@@Ä¼@@À k@@Äk@@zU :·I@@μ±v¶ ÁHn¼@@PwI@@Äj"

 Â@@@±ÅH ̧ @@@Ã££d¶ pH Â@@@§Ä ·H¼@@@¹ø ¾@@@M "Â@@@«¹Ào@@@Î S@@@¶»I@@@£¶ »

jI@@@@Ã¹M » ́ @@@@vÃ¹ÃμÎ JI@@@T  ̈½k@@@¹vÄ¼@@@º »H .k@@@¹ ï̈Â@@@¶ ÁnI@@@§μÀ

 ®@@@@Ã±dU » ¾@@Äq@@@@\U ÁI@ÀïS@@@@Äj»k@@@@d¶ :Â@@@¶°@@@wH Â@@@ÄHo@@@¬

 ½k@@@@ºo@@@@M » o@@@zT¹¶ 2000 ÏI@@@w nj ¾@@@̈  S@@@wH ·nk@¶ïS@@vQ

 .k@@{ Â@@μ±ø ¾@@Tv]o@@M JI@@T  ̈·H¼@@¹ø ¾@@M u@@Ä¼@@a ¾@±\¶ ½q@ÄI@]

 » ́ @@@vÃ²¼@@@Q¼@@@Q ·H¼@@@UïÂ@@@¶ Â@@@XÃû¶ o@@@T¨j ÁI@@ÀïJI@@T  ̈o@@«Äj pH

 Â@@@M°£ºH y@L¹] ¦@Ä nj ·I@@@ºp ½pnI@@@L¶ :·Ho@@@ÄH nj ́ @@@vÃ¹ÃμÎ

 ·I@Ã¶ nj .jo@@@M ³I@@º Hn 1994 ÏI@@w nj ½k@@{ þ@@Äo@@÷U ¾ºHjo@@¶

 ÁI@@@ÀïJI@@@T  ̈ÁnI@@TwHo@@Ä»o@@w Â@@XÃû¶ ½k@@ÄI@@À ,o@@«Äj ÁI@@ÀnI@@̈

 ,(2006) SÄ¼@À » ª@¹Ào@Î ,S@@Ãv¹] ,·I@@μ±v¶ ÁHn¼@@PwI@@Äj

 nj Â@wI@¹{ï¾@÷¶I@@@] nj ÁjI@@@£TºH ́ @@@ÃÀI@@@ÿ¶ :³°@@@wH » ·I@@ºp »

 Â@@@@XÃû¶ .S@@@@wH ¾@@@@TÎo@@@@¬ ½k@@@@¿ø ¾@@@@M q@@@Ãº Hn (2005) k@@@±] 3

 ÁI@@@Àï®@@~Î » Í@@]o@@¶ RI@@Äo@@zº nj ÁnI@@ÃvM R¯I@@£¶ ̧ @@Ã¹`μÀ

.S@@@@@@@@@@@wH ½jo@@@@@@@@@@@̈  o@@@@@@@@@@@zT¹¶ Â@@@@@@@@@@@À»o@@@@@@@@@@¬ nI@@@@@@@@@@YA

ÂXÃû¶ ½kÄIÀ



Kavian Milani is a human rights activist and researcher. He 
has published peer-reviewed academic papers on Iranian 
history, manuscript identification, comparative religions, 
and religious history in the form of book chapters and 
articles, such as “The History and Provenance of an Early 
Manuscript of the Nuqtat al-Kaf Dated 1268 (1851–52),” 
co-authored with William McCants and published in 
Iranian Studies 37:3 (September 2004). Milani has also 
contributed entries to Encyclopaedia Iranica. He is the 
founder of Goftman-iran (www.goftman-iran.org), an 
e-journal launched in 2005 covering history, human rights, 
intellectual debates and methodology, and literature. He is 
a founding member of the Hamzaban Cultural Foundation 
and serves on its board of directors and is a member of the 
editorial board of Hamzaban (www.hamzaban.org), a 
peer-reviewed academic journal of Iranian studies.

Kavian Milani

 .S@@@@wH o@@@«zÀ»s@@@Q » o@@@zM ¡¼@@@£e ÏI@@@÷Î Â@@@º°@@@Ã¶ ·I@@@Ä»I@@@̈

 ,·Ho@@@@@ÄH g@@@@@ÄnI@@@@@U â½p¼@@@@@e nj Hn j¼@@@@@i Â@@@@@£Ã£dU R¯I@@@@@£¶ »H

 g@@@@@ÄnI@@@@@U » Â@@@@@£ÃLõU ·I@@@@ÄjH RI@@@@÷²I@@@@õ¶ ,Â@@@@wI@@@@¹{ï¾@@@@hvº

 ,S@@@@wH ½k@@@@ºI@@@wn NI@@@a ¾@@@M o@@@LT÷¶ ÁI@@@ÀïÏI@@@ºn»r I@@@Ä ,JI@@@T¨

 JI@@@@@T  ̈¾@@@@@Ã²»H â¾@@@@hvº ¦@@@@Ä EI@@@@z¹¶ » ¾@@@@̀ hÄnI@@@@U" ¾@@@@±μ] pH

 ÁnI@@@@@@§μÀ I@@@@@@M "1852-1851 g@@@@@ÄnI@@@@@U ¾@@@@@M ýI@@@@@§²H ¾@@@@@õ£º

 Â@@@ºHo@@@@@ÄH RI@@@@@÷²I@@@@õ¶ ¾@@@@±\¶ nj ¾@@@@̈  u@@@@TºB@@@@§§¶ ³I@@@@Ã±Ä»

 .S@@@@@@wH ½k@@@@@@{ NI@@@@@@a (2004 o@@@@@@L¶I@@@@@@TPw) 3 ½nI@@@@@@μ{ 37

 â¾@@@@@@¶I@@@@@@@@¹zºHj R¯I@@@@@@@@£¶ ̧ @@@@@@@@T{¼@@@@@@@@º nj ̧ @@@@@@@Ã¹`μÀ Á»

 Â@@@@@@º°@@@@@@Ã¶ o@@@@@@T¨j .S@@@@@@wH ½j¼@@@@@@μº ÁnI@@@@@§μÀ I@@@@@§ÃºHo@@@@@ÄH

 S@@@@@@wH ·Ho@@@@@@ÄH ·I@@@@@@μTÿ¬ Â@@@@@Tºo@@@@@T¹ÄH ¾@@@@@±\¶ nHm@@@@@«ºI@@@@@Ã¹M

 W@@@@@@@eI@@@@@@L¶ ,Áo@@@@@@zM ¡¼@@@@@@£e ®@@@@@@ÄI@@@@@@v¶ ,g@@@@@ÄnI@@@@@U ¾@@@@@̈

 y@@@@@@@{¼@@@@@@@Q Hn RI@@@@@@ÃMjH » ,Â@@@@@@wI@@@@@@¹{ïx»n ,Áo@@@@@@§ÿ¹{»n

   S@@@@wH ½jo@@@@@̈  S@@@@@Ã²I÷Î ¾M pI@@@@@üA 2005 ÏI@w pH » kÀjïÂ@@@@@@¶

u@@w¼¶ ÁI@@ñøH pH ̧ Ã¹@@̀ μÀ Á» .(www.goftman-iran.org)

  â ¾@@@@@@ØÄo@@@@@@zº ¾@@ØÄo@@@ÄodU SFÃÀ ¼@ñø » ,·IMqμÀ Â«¹Ào@@@@@@Î jIÃ¹M

 ÂwI@¹{ï·Ho@ÄH RI@÷²Iõ¶ Â~~hU â½p¼@e nj ·IMqμÀ Â@zÀ»s@@@@Q

.(www.hamzaban.org) S@@@@@@wH

Â@@@º°@@Ã¶ ·I@@Ä»I@¨

Negar Mottahedeh ½kdT¶ nI«º

Negar Mottahedeh is an associate professor of 
literature at Duke University. She received her 
PhD from the Department of Cultural Studies and 
Comparative Literature at the University of 
Minnesota in 1998. Her current research and 
writing focuses on emergent cinematic codes in 
contemporary film cultures. Her two forthcoming 
books are on nineteenth-century Iranian visual 
culture and contemporary Iranian cinema. She 
has already published many books including 
Representing the Unrepresentable: Images of 
Reform from the Qajars to the Islamic Republic of 
Iran (2008).
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Moojan Momen ¸¶â¼¶ ·Hr¼¶

Moojan Momen has a special interest in the study of the 
Baha’i faith and Shi‘i Islam, from the viewpoints of both 
their history and their doctrines. In recent years, Momen’s 
interests have extended to the study of the phenomenon 
of religion. His principal publications in these fields include 
Introduction to Shi`i Islam (Yale University Press, 1985); The 
Babi and Baha'i Faiths 1844 1944: Some Contemporary 
Western Accounts (George Ronald, Oxford, 1982); The Works 
of Shaykh Ahmad al Ahsa'i: a Bibliography (Baha'i Studies 
Monograph, no. 1, Newcastle, 1991); and The Phenomenon 
of Religion (OneWorld, Oxford, 1999, republished as 
Understanding Religion, 2008). He has contributed articles 
to Encyclopedia Iranica and Encyclopedia of the Modern 
Islamic World as well as papers to academic journals such as 
International Journal of Middle East Studies, Past and Present, 
Iran, Iranian Studies, Journal of Genocide Research and 
Religion.
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Arash Naraghi

Arash Naraghi is an assistant professor of religion 
and philosophy at Moravian College. Naraghi's areas 
of specialization include applied ethics, philosophy 
of rights, ancient philosophy, epistemology of 
religious experience, the problem of evil, Islamic 
theology and mysticism, contemporary Shiism, and 
modernism in Islam. His first book, Reason and Faith: 
A Philosophical Model for Understanding the Theistic 
Faith was published in 1999. Since then he has 
published two other books, The Ethics of Human 
Rights and The Soul's Mirror: On Rumi's Life and Ideas.
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Saeed Rahnema is professor of political science at 
York University. He has served as the director of the 
School of Public Policy and Administration and 
coordinator of the political science program at 
Atkinson Faculty, School of Social Sciences, York 
University. He has served as a senior officer of the 
UNDP, director of the Middle East Economic Associa-
tion (MEEA), editor of the MEEA Newsletter, and 
editorial member of several scholarly journals. His 
recent publications include Diaspora by Design: 
Muslim Immigrants in Canada and Beyond 
(co-authored, 2009) and Selected Communities of 
Islamic Cultures in Canada: A Statistical Profile (2005). 
Rahnema has won several awards including the 
prestigious Government of Ontario’s Leadership in 
Faculty Teaching Award in 2007.  

Saeed Rahnema Iμ¹Àn kÃ÷w
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Erfan Sabeti ÂTMIY ·IÎoø

Erfan Sabeti is a PhD candidate at the University of 
Lancaster where he is currently working on his PhD 
thesis, “Globalization of the Baha’i Faith and the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints since 
1960.” He has translated some twenty books into 
Persian, including Justice as Fairness (John Rawls), 
Liquid Love (Zygmunt Bauman), Fashionable 
Nonsense: Postmodern Intellectuals’ Abuse of Science 
(Alan Sokal and Jean Bricmont), The Meditations 
(Marcus Aurelius), The Art of Always Being Right 
(Arthur Schopenhauer), and The Decalogue 
(Krzysztof Kieslowski).
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Mahmoud Sadri ÁnkÅ j¼μd¶

Mahmoud Sadri, a professor of sociology at Texas 
Woman's University, is known for his books, articles, 
blogs, and lectures on democracy and reform in the 
Islamic Republic of Iran. Some of Sadri's most recent 
books and articles include: "Premonitions of 
Interfaith Dialogue" (Interreligious Insight, 2006); 
entries on "Hojjatieh," "Radical Islam," and "Halabi" in 
Encyclopedia Iranica (2005, 2006); Migration Dynam-
ics: A Theoretical and Substantive Reader, a textbook 
co-edited with Mohsen Mobasher (Prentice Hall, 
2003); "Sacral Defense of Secularism" in Intellectual 
Trends in Twentieth-Century Iran: A Critical Survey 
(Florida University Press, 2003); "Good News About 
Modernity" in The Living Legacy of Marx, Durkheim, 
and Weber, Vol. 2 (Gordian Knot Books, 2000); 
Reason, Freedom, and Democracy in Islam: The 
Essential Writings of Abdolkarim Soroush, translated 
with Ahmad Sadri (Oxford University Press, 2000).
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Rivanne Sandler o²k¹w ·H¼Än

Rivanne Sandler is presently a professor emeritus 
in the Department of Near and Middle East Civiliza-
tions at the University of Toronto and teaches 
graduate courses on Iranian women's literature and 
writing by Iranians in the Diaspora. Her publications 
focus on the poetry and prose of the 1950s–1970s, 
with women's literature and the effects of censor-
ship of particular interest. She has taught 
undergraduate and graduate courses on 
twentieth-century Iranian culture and society and 
modern Persian literature in the original language 
and in translation. 
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Ninaz Shadman obtained her PhD from the 
Chinese Academy of Social Sciences. Since 2006 she 
has been working periodically at the University of 
Maryland, while contributing independently with 
ideas for the creation and development of interdisci-
plinary educational programs and new international 
initiatives. Currently residing in Canada, she is using 
her fluency in five languages and skills as a linguist 
to engage in new academic projects. 

Ninaz Shadman
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Soli Shahvar n¼ÀI{ Â±w

 
Soli Shahvar earned his doctorate at the School of 
Oriental and African Studies, at the University of 
London (1997) and is currently a senior lecturer at 
Haifa University where he also directs the Ezri Center 
for Iran and Persian Gulf Studies. His publications 
include “The Forgotten Schools”: The Baha’is and 
Modern Education in Iran, 1899–1934 (2009); The 
Baha’is of Iran, Transcaspia and the Caucasus, 2 vols. 
(co-editor, forthcoming, 2011).
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Marta Simidchieva H¼Ä Âa kÃμÃw IUnI¶

Marta Simidchieva received her PhD in Iranian 
studies in 1989 at the Soviet Academy of Sciences’s 
Institute of Oriental Studies. Her dissertation was 
titled "Persian Didactic Prose of the Eleventh and 
Twelfth Centuries CE: The Qabus-name, Siyasat-
name, Chahar Maqale." Before completing her 
doctoral studies, Simidchieva had undertaken her 
postsecondary education at the University of 
Tehran, Iran. She is currently a sessional faculty 
member at York University and the University of 
Toronto. 
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Mohamad Tavakoli Â±¨¼U kμd¶

Mohamad Tavakoli-Targhi is professor of history 
and Near and Middle Eastern Civilizations at the 
University of Toronto and the past-president of the 
International Society for Iranian Studies. Since 2002 
he has served as editor-in-chief of Comparative 
Studies of South Asia, Africa and the Middle East. 
Tavakoli-Targhi is the author of Refashioning Iran: 
Orientalism, Occidentalism and Nationalist Historiog-
raphy (2001) and Tajaddud-i Bumi [Vernacular 
Modernity] (2003); he has authored numerous 
journal articles and chapters. Born and raised in 
Tehran, Tavakoli-Targhi is the recipient of numerous 
awards. He was an Iran Heritage Foundation fellow at 
the Oriental Institute, University of Oxford (2005), a 
recipient of the prestigious Iranian Fellowship, St. 
Anthony's College, University of Oxford (1998), and 
outstanding university teacher, Illinois State 
University (2000–2001). He was a visiting scholar at 
the Center for Historical Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru 
University, New Delhi (1992–1993). He is currently 
working on a visual account of modern Iran and 
completing a monograph tentatively titled "All that 
Was Holy in Iran."
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Fereydun Vahman ¸μÀ» ·»kÄoÎ

Fereydun Vahman is a professor of ancient Iranian 
languages at the University of Copenhagen. His 
works span numerous areas of interest, including 
Zoroastrianism, the culture of Kerman's inhabitants, 
and other related topics pertaining to Iran. His 
publications include One Hundred-Sixty Years of 
Persecution: An Overview of the Persecution of the 
Baha’is of Iran (2010); Religious Texts in Iranian 
Languages (co-editor, Denmark 2004); and The West 
Iranian Dialects (4 vols, co-author, 1991–1996). 
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Mina Yazdani ÂºHjqÄ I¹Ã¶

Mina Yazdani received her PhD from the University 
of Toronto in 2011. Her PhD dissertation “Religious 
Contentions in Modern Iran, 1881–1941” is being 
prepared for publication. She is currently an assistant 
professor of history at Eastern Kentucky University. 
Among her publications are a monograph dealing 
with the social history of the Qajar period as well as a 
number of articles including, "The Confessions of 
Dolgoruki: Fiction and Masternarrative in Twentieth-
Century Iran," Iranian Studies, 44: 1(January 2011): 
25–47.
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Siyamak 

Zabihi-Moghaddam
³Øk£¶ ÂdÃMl ¦¶IÃw

Zabihi-Moghaddam holds a BA and an MA in 
history from the University of Copenhagen and a 
PhD in Middle Eastern history from the University of 
Haifa. He has published a book on the Babi-state 
clash of 1848–1849 in Mazandaran and articles in 
English and Persian in various journals and books, 
including Iranian Studies and Payam-i-Baha’i.
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The conference presentation videos will be available on the website of

The Toronto Initiative for Iranian Studies
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Muhammad Taqi Falsafi, a popular preacher, led the demolition of the Baha’i administrative center (Hazirat al-Quds) in Tehran
in May 1955.
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